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I have immense pleasure in noting that BIRD, Lucknow is celebrating its foundation day today. 

It is a day set aside to celebrate your history, revisit and reconnect with the continuing journey 

of the institute. 

The institute which was originally set up  the rural banking staff in general and the personal 

of RRBs in particular, has come a long way, in expanding its horizon to various other 

stakeholders including Commercial banks, Cooperative banks, Government officials, NGOs, 

MFIs, SRLMs, SFBs, PBs, POPIs, FPOs etc.  

It was a journey of enthusiasm and steady efforts which has brought BIRD to this platform 

where it is serving the nation in the best way by conducting research, imparting training and 

undertaking consultancy in the area of agriculture and rural development.  

The guidance of eminent personalities from various fields viz; rural development, banking, IT, 

Agricultural research, academics, etc. as members in the Governing Council of BIRD, has 

proved vital in the growth of BIRD as an institute of international eminence.  

I am also proud to note that while BIRD is conducting international exposure programs for 

participants in the field of agriculture and rural development including rural banking, 

international organisations are also partnering with BIRD to set up sector specific centres.   

Setting up of specialised centres such as CPEC, CRFIM, CCC, ACE in the last few years has 

further focussed the commitment of BIRD for expanding its outreach. 

BIRD, now needs to further evolve, by redefining its path, adapt to the changing needs of the 

sectors. New training modes, topics, clientele indicating diversification in terms of themes 

and clients has to be brought about to ensure higher relevance. More intense use of the digital 

mode is imperative to remain relevant today. NABARD committed to provide financial and 

non-financial assistance to BIRD in the days to come to ensure its journey towards better 

glory. 

On this momentous occasion of your Foundation Day, I wish all BIRDians the best of luck, in 

the days to come, to overcome the stiff challenges you would encounter. 

 

Dr. Harsh Kumar Bhanwala 
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