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Event of the Quarter – Conference of 

Parties 25 (COP 25) at Madrid, Spain  

Recognition of climate impacts is growing 

The 25th UN Climate Conference – known as COP 

25 – took place in Madrid during 02-13 December 

2019 against a backdrop of growing recognition of 

the impacts of climate change and the need to cut 

greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions. 

 

Mr. C.K Mishra, Secretary, Ministry of Environment, 
Forests, and Climate Change, India 

Over the last year, climate change has become an 

increasingly central concern not only for 

governments and society, but also for businesses. 

The scientific consensus on the causes and effects 

of climate change has hardened and the impacts 

have started to become more evident, from more 

frequent and more extreme hurricanes and 

typhoons to devastating wildfires and record 

temperatures in the Arctic. 

Climate change is increasingly a topic for civil 

protest with the rise of movements including 

Extinction Rebellion and the teenage climate 

campaigner Greta Thunberg being named Time 

magazine Person of the Year after inspiring strikes 

by school students worldwide. 

 

 Greta Thunberg, Swedish youth activist, and Time 
Magazine's Person of the Year 2019 

 

Carolina Schmidt, COP 25 President, Chile, convenes the 
Presidency stocktaking. 

Why was COP 25 important? 

At COP 21 in 2015, 195 countries signed up to the 

Paris Agreement, which committed them to keep 

global temperatures "well below" 2 degrees 

Celsius above pre-industrial times and 

"endeavour to limit" them to 1.5 degrees Celsius. 

In addition, the industrialized countries agreed to 

pay US$ 100 billion a year by 2020 to help 

developing countries to decarbonize their 

economies. 

"Give Earth a Chance"
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COP 25 had an important role to play in bringing 

the 2015 Paris Agreement into force and paving 

the way for more ambitious carbon reduction 

commitments from governments at the next 

conference (COP 26 to be held in Glasgow, UK). In 

2020, nations are due to submit new or updated 

national climate action plans, referred to as 

Nationally Determined Contributions (NDCs). 

COP 25 also aimed to develop guidelines on how 

international carbon markets will work (Article 6 

of the Paris Agreement). Other focus areas were 

adaptation to climate impacts, loss and damage 

suffered by developing nations due to climate 

change, finance for decarbonisation and more. 

What happened at COP 25? 

This year’s COP was the longest on record, over-

running by almost two weeks. It was also widely 

seen as one of the most fractious and ultimately 

disappointing in terms of the progress it made. A 

‘High Ambition Coalition’ of the European Union, 

the UK, many smaller nations and business called 

for stronger action but were opposed by a group of 

high emitting countries. 

In the end, the nations did agree to bring 

improved emissions reduction plans to COP 26 in 

2020 after up to 80 countries announced their 

intentions to do so. (The COP 26 host, the UK, is 

one of a growing number of countries to have set 

out an ambition to achieve net zero GHG 

emissions by 2050). 

But there was disagreement on the robustness of 

rules for setting up an international carbon 

market (Article 6), with some countries objecting 

to moves to avoid the double counting of 

emissions to disallow carbon credits from the 

previous Kyoto Protocol system. In the end, rather 

than agree a weakened system, the issue was 

delayed until next year’s talks. While this was 

disappointing by those with higher ambitions, it is 

significant that delegates preferred to delay rather 

than sign off on a weakened deal. Pressure will 

grow over the next year for all nations to sign up 

to a more ambitious international carbon trading 

system that only uses new carbon credits. 

There was also an impasse on how to compensate 

countries already suffering from the impacts of 

climate change (the issue known as “loss and 

damage”). Some developed countries are keen not 

to be held responsible for climate-related 

damages, which could reach around US$ 150 

billion a year by 2025. 

 

The outcome of COP 25 therefore pushed a few 

important decisions into the following year and 

increases the pressure on the UK to come up with 

results at next year’s meeting. 

Third Meeting of Steering Committee- CF- 

BIRD Project 

Third Meeting of Steering Committee held on 
06th December 2019 under the Co-
Chairpersonship of Director, BIRD and CGM, 
FSPD, NABARD.  Overall Progress made under 
CF-BIRD was reviewed and important 
suggestions were conveyed. The meeting was 
attended by NABARD Officials, BIRD faculty 
members and GIZ officials. 

Capacity Building Programs Organized  

Training Programme on Concept 

Development for Climate Project 

Proposals for NGOs  

The methodology of programme was participative, 
interactive and consisted of live case studies, 
group discussion on identified issues and group 
processes for arriving at alternate strategies. 21 
participants participated in the programme. 

"MeToo Said Mother Earth"
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Training Program on Concept Note 

Development for Climate Project 

Proposals at Andaman  

A    training    programme    on    the    Concept    

Note    Development    for    Climate 

Adaptation/Mitigation   Projects   was   

organised   by Centre for Climate Change, BIRD, 

Lucknow in coordination with NABARD, 

Andaman & Nicobar RO for Andaman and 

Nicobar Administration officials and other State 

Government Officials at Hotel Sun Sea Resorts, 

Port Blair from 25-29 November 2019.  

The aim of the programme was to equip the 

participants with the abilities to identify project 

ideas, develop concept notes for the project 

ideas and to formulate DPR supported by 

additional interaction with the trainers. A total 

of 35 participants had participated in the 

programme, of which 22 participants were from 

Andaman & Nicobar UT and 13 participants 

from other states. 
 

 

International Write-shop on Climate 

Finance Concept Development 

Indian Technical and Economic Co-operation 

(ITEC), Ministry of External Affairs, Government 

of India sponsored Write-shop on “Concept Note 

Development for Climate Project Proposals” was 

organised for the participants from ITEC 

Countries. Programme was organised from 9-14th 

December 2019 at BIRD, Lucknow.  

Participants of ITEC programme 

Participants of concept note development training Prog. for NGOs 

Inauguration of the training programme at Port Blair 

We Can't Eat Money

Participants visiting CIARI, Port Blair during field visit 
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Programme was conducted through toolified 

approach and much appreciated. Total 21 

participants from 15 countries were participated 

in the programme.  

Signing of Letter of Association with 

UNICEF 

BIRD and UNICEF-Uttar Pradesh have signed a 

Letter of Exchange on 14 November 2019 entering 

into a technical collaboration on climate change 

relate issues. The collaboration is for 

strengthening the institutional capacities and 

improving resilience of communities including 

children and women to be better prepared to deal 

with the adverse effects of climate variability and 

change in Uttar Pradesh. Few of the areas 

identified for the joint action are - integration of 

climate actions in risk informed Gram Panchayat 

Development Plans, demonstration of climate 

smart schools and AWCs in selected hazard prone 

districts of Uttar Pradesh and state level advocacy 

for integration of climate actions in development 

programming, to begin with. 
 

 

Signing of Letter of Intent with 

GBPNIHESD 
 

A letter of intent between Centre for Climate 

Change, Bankers Institute of Rural Development, 

Lucknow and G.B. Pant National Institute of 

Himalayan Environment & Sustainable 

Development (GBPNIHESD), Almora, 

Uttarakhand was signed in November 2019.  

Following areas have been agreed between two 

Institutes for collaboration: 

Biodiversity appreciation walkathon in BIRD campus 

Participants of the ITEC Prog. in climate change 

programme. 

Signing of Letter of Association with UNICEF 
 

March now or Swim later
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a) Content development and designing of 
Certificate Programmes on the Himalayan 
Climate Change Action Issues.  

b) Capacity Developme nt Programs on Climate 
Change Actions (Waste Management, Bio-
resource Management, and Restoration 
through Afforestation, etc.) 

c) Implementation of Pilot Projects on Climate 
Change Actions in the Indian Himalayan 
Region such as Spring Rejuvenation, Arresting 
Migration, Renewable energy, etc. 

d) Action Research for Fostering Climate Smart 
Communities and Climate Resilient livelihood 
enhancement options. 

e) Creation of Platform for Communities on 
Climate Resilience and Adaptation 
Mechanism to ensure last mile connectivity of 
Government Schemes. 

 

Climate Change related funding 

agencies/funds 

Nordic Development Fund (NDF) 

NDF provides grant financing for interventions 

targeting adaptation to and mitigation of climate 

change in low-income countries. 

Climate change adaptation measures include a 

wide range of efforts that enhance NDF partner 

countries’ possibilities to respond to climate 

change related hazards such as sea level rise and 

extreme weather conditions, as well as impacts on 

health and food security. Adaptation measures to 

address adverse effects of climate change include 

strengthening of traditional coping mechanisms 

and practices, research and planning as well as 

“climate proofing” of sectors, geographic areas 

and projects. 

Climate change mitigation measures are targeted 

at reducing greenhouse gas emissions by 

improved energy efficiency, increased use of 

renewable energy sources, carbon sequestration, 

sustainable transport initiatives, enhanced waste 

management and sewage treatment. 
 

NDF supports projects 

(a) addressing the mitigation of climate 
change 

(b) supporting the adaptation to climate 
change 

(c) related to infrastructure, natural 
resources and capacity building  

(d) through grant financing 
(e) in low-income countries in Africa, Asia 

and Latin America 
(f) in cooperation with multilateral and 

bilateral development institutions 
 

UNEP, IUCN to launch new € 20m 

programme on ecosystem-based 

adaptation 

UN Environment Programme (UNEP) and 

the International Union for Conservation of 

Nature (IUCN) are jointly launching the Global 

Fund for Ecosystem-based Adaptation [2020-

2024], which aims to provide targeted and rapid 

support mechanisms through seed capital for 

innovative approaches to ecosystem-based 

adaptation. At the recently concluded UN Climate 

Change Conference (COP 25) in Madrid, the 

Federal Environment Ministry of Germany 

(BMU) announced that it would provide € 20 m 

for the new UNEP-IUCN programme, officially 

titled “Support for the Implementation and 

Upscaling of Ecosystem-based Adaptation.” 

Policy News/Findings/Events  

The Global Risk Report 2020 

Just before the 50th World Economic Forum 
(WEF) Annual meeting, the Global Risks Report 
2020 was published. The report is a result of an 

'There is no planet B'
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annual ‘Global Risks Perception Survey’. For the 
first time in the survey history, the top 5 risks by 
likelihood over the next 10 years are 
environmental. The top 5 risks in the report are:  

 Extreme weather events (e.g. floods, 
storms, etc.) 

 Failure of climate change mitigation and 
adaptation 

 Major natural disasters (e.g. earthquake, 
tsunami, volcanic eruption, geomagnetic 
storms) 

 Major biodiversity loss and ecosystem 
collapse 

 Human-made environmental damage and 
disasters. 

 

These are the top 5 risks by severity of 
impact over the next 10 years: 

 Failure of climate change mitigation and 
adaptation 

 Weapons of mass destruction 
 Major biodiversity loss and ecosystem 

collapse 
 Extreme weather events (e.g. floods, 

storms, etc.) 
 Water crises 

 

The Global Risks Report 2020 has been developed 

with the invaluable support of the World 

Economic Forum’s Global Risks Advisory Board. 

It also benefits from ongoing collaboration with its 

Strategic Partners Marsh & McLennan and Zurich 

Insurance Group and its academic advisers at the 

Oxford Martin School (University of Oxford), the 

National University of Singapore and the Wharton 

Risk Management and Decision Processes Center 

(University of Pennsylvania). 

Bushfire/Forest Fire across the Globe 

The huge wildfires in Australia, Amazon, 

California, the Congo basin and Indonesia have 

drawn the world’s attention to the risks associated 

with extended periods of unusually hot and dry 

weather, which is an effect of climate change. The 

global average temperature is now 1.1°C higher 

than at the beginning of last century. Higher 

temperatures create, in some parts of the world, 

drier conditions, increasing the likelihood and 

intensity of wildfires, and megafires.  

Megafires, typically defined as covering more than 

100,000 acres (40,000 hectares or 400 square 

kilometres), are accelerated by high temperatures 

and drought. They are extremely challenging to 

contain, usually only limited by the amount of 

available burnable vegetation. 

Global Forest Watch counted over 4.5 million fires 

worldwide larger than 1 square kilometre in 2019. 

This is 400,000 more fires than 2018 and two and 

a half times as many as in 2001. Nearly all - 96 per 

cent—of the 500 most disastrous megafires of the 

last decade have occurred during periods of 

unusually hot and/or dry weather. 

SHARE YOUR VIEWS 

Whatever your views on climate change and 

related issues are, share your thoughts with all of 

us through this newsletter. You can also send 

anecdotes, success stories, opinions or any other 

issue that you feel deeply about. We are waiting for 

your response. 

WRITE TO US 

In charge/Coordinator, Centre for Climate 

Change, Bankers Institute of Rural Development 

(BIRD) 

LDA Colony, Sector- H, Kanpur Road, Lucknow 

226012, Uttar Pradesh, India 
 

Email id-  ccc.bird@nabard.org, Contact no- 

0522-2421127 

Visit our forum- 

https://climatefinanceknowledge.nabard.org/ 

"Be part of the solution, not part of the pollution."

mailto:ccc.bird@nabard.org

