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BIRD, Lucknow organises Training-cum-Exposure Visit to 

Netherlands on Hi-tech Agriculture, Floriculture, Agro-

processing and Dairying 

 
IRD, Lucknow organised a Training-cum-Exposure Visit to Netherlands on Hi-

tech Agriculture, Floriculture, Agro-processing and Dairying, which was 

attended by 25 participants representing RBI, Commercial Banks [both Public 

and Private Sector], RRB, Co-operative Banks and State Governments.  This included very 

senior-level participation from the State Governments of Madhya Pradesh and 

Mizoram [including Shri Gopal Bhargava, Hon’ble Minister for Panchayat and Rural 

Development; Shri RS Julaniya, ACS, Govt. of MP; Shri. Lalmingthanga, Secretary and 

Ms. Lalrinzuali Khawlhring, Addl. Secy, Rural Development, Govt. of Mizoram, besides 

CEOs of the State Rural Livelihood Missions [SRLMs] of both the States and other senior-

level bureaucrats. 

The programme was conducted in two parts: an in-India leg at BIRD, Lucknow for two-

days [27th and 28th Oct. 2017] and the international leg at Netherlands for 7 days [29th 

Oct. 2017 to 05th Nov. 2017]. 

Shri Manikumar S, DGM/FM, BIRD, Lucknow was the Programme Director. 

Presentations by Rabobank and VanderPlas Sprouts 

The international leg of the programme commenced with an interactive session with Mr. 

Patrick Zwaan, Sector Manager, Agri 

Value Chain of Rabobank HO on agri 

financing and the central role Rabobank 

plays in agri-related sector in Holland.  He 

dwelled on the various sustainable 

approaches adopted by Rabobank in agri-

financing.   

This was followed by an interactive 

presentation by Ms. Eva van de Plas, Head 

of VanderPlas Sprouts BV, which is one of 

the largest producers and exporters of 

sprouted seeds and grains.  This was a 

refreshingly new area which generated a 

lot of interest amongst the participants.  

Starting with Soya bean sprouts, the 

company has slowly expanded and today is 

the leading producer/exporter of as many 

as 22 different varieties of sprouts from 

seeds/grains as diverse as Alfalfa, 

Asparagus pea, Sunflower, Red Beet, Red 

Cabbage, Broccoli, Lentil, Wheat, Fennel, 

etc.  The participants also had the 

opportunity to taste the sprouts during 

lunch on that day, which was a very novel 

yet tasty experience! 

B
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Urban Farming: “The New Farm” 

The visit to “The New Farm” set up by Urban Farmers’ Co-

operative in an old Phillips warehouse introduced the 

participants to the concept of Urban Farming.  Set up with 

the credo “Real Freshness means food is grown where it’s 

eaten”, this urban 

farming initiative uses 

Aquaponics technique 

[which combines fish 

rearing and vegetable 

cultivation] to provide 

true freshness, less 

footprint and ultimate quality vegetables to the 

consumer.  Vertical farming is also practised here with 

excellent results. 

Marqt: A ‘sustainable’ supermarket 

Marqt is a sustainable supermarket with an upscale 

appearance. A large part of Marqt's products is 

organic and apply five sustainable principles: real 

food comes from original sources, is made with 

respect to the surrounding environment, is really 

fresh, is made with passion and tastes really good!  

Marqt's concept appeals to the more commercial 

market and this way Marqt stimulates the use of 

local (organic) products by a bigger audience.  This 

supermarket has strict principles and a strict 

quality protocol for the products that they sell. Their main focus is sustainable products 

from local and original sources, with the least 

impact on the environment. They also pay attention 

that the products are made with due respect to 

animals, transporters and producers. Marqt tries to 

sell as many local products as possible, to be able to 

stick to their principle 

of freshness and 

sustainability. 

 

Visit to Flora Holland, world’s largest flower auction centre 

Bloemenveiling Aalsmeer [VBA] in Aalsmeer [a.k.a. Royal 

Flora Holland] is the world’s largest flower auction and 

flower market, and certified so by the Guinness World 

Records Ltd.  Every weekday, approximately 19 million 

flowers and 2 million plants of over 12,000 varieties are 

sold with a daily turnover of € 6 million.  The total area of 

the building covers 10 mn. sft.  The entire process of the 
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flower auction, right from producer/buyer 

registration, receipt and inspection of flowers, 

identification and numbering of lots, auction 

process, how bids are made [reverse bids, also 

called Dutch Auction], settlement process and 

despatch of flowers, was explained to the 

participants, in the course of a guided tour.  

The sheer scale of operations and the 

unimaginable efficiency with which it is being 

carried out, on a daily basis, left the participants 

spell-bound.  The speed with which the flowers 

are being moved across the vast market in 

mechanised, computer-guided trolleys was a 

sight to behold!  “Flowering the World Together, 

Planting Seeds of Opportunity for our Members” 

is the motto of Royal Flora Holland, a proud Dutch 

cooperative that is over 100 years old!  

Museum Cruquius: reclaiming land for agriculture 

This was followed by a visit to Museum 

Cruquius. This is a historical engineering 

wonder, a steam engine pump, which 

manages water levels, as well as a text-book 

guide to study how parts of Holland were 

created by draining and recreating lands, 

which are now used for Holland´s famous 

flower breeding and agriculture activities, 

thereby increasing the agricultural area of a 

country like Holland, which has a 

geographical area which is less than the 

State of Haryana!   

Intratuin, an outlet for floriculture... 

Intratuin [pronounced “Intratown” in English] is the largest Dutch 

outlet chain in floriculture/nursery business and related 

accessories. The visit gave the 

participants an insight into how a co-

ordinated business concept can be 

successfully tailored to the varied 

needs of clients: nursery, retail, 

trendsetter, etc.  The outlet also had put in place thematic 

season-tailored concepts, viz., they were already 

preparing their displays and products to meet the 

demands of the ensuing Christmas season. 
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Cultivating mushrooms in containers…a novel concept 

Visit to Mycophilia, Mushroom cultivation and Research business: 

Utilizing valuable space in the city of Amsterdam, by working 

within 5 containers, and adopting energy 

efficient techniques, this agri start-up 

produces 6 types of special culinary 

mushrooms for supply to consumers and 

restaurants. By deviating from the common 

button varieties, the culinary mushrooms 

have a niche market for itself. It additionally 

gives training workshops, and sells ancillary 

products related to mushroom farming.  The 

mushrooms are grown in containers [!] in a sustainable way, 

using innovative heating and cooling systems. 

Visit to Dairy De Deelen and the milking robot…and to Organic Dairy Farm 

The participants were taken to Dairy De Deelen, a private dairy which has a milking robot 

and a floor cleaning robot.  This was a very unique experience.  While most of the 

participants were aware of milking machines, what they saw in 

this dairy was something totally 

different: the animals were milked 

by a computer-controlled robot, 

without any human intervention.  

The cows were milked thrice daily 

by the robot and the collected milk 

sent directly to specially-made containers for onward 

transport to the dairy co-operative, untouched by human 

hands !   

This was followed by a visit to the Duiven–Spijkerman Organic dairy farm, a medium 

sized organic dairy with 90 milch cows set on 70 hectares of silage land/ meadows.  This 

dairy farmer was also a consultant for organic dairy farms of the Dairy Control Union.   He 

gave an insight into the standards/regulations of organic milk production and fodder.  It 

was interesting to know that in the Netherlands, one can rear cows only if he meets the 

requirements of owning/leasing 1 ha. Land for every 2 cows!  

Visit to Organic Goat Farm 

The participants also visited De Stroe Goats, an organic goat dairy 

and cheese making unit. This is a pioneering farm, which has 

remained organic since the year 2000. Here, they gained insightful 

information over the breeds of milch goats, 

process of cheese making, etc. It is farm steeped 

in history with the 4th generation now running 

this family-owned enterprise.  The farm is renowned for its array of 

cheeses under the brand name Stroese Dame. 

Wageningen…the city of Life Sciences 

Wageningen is a famous Dutch University campus, renowned for sciences related to 

Agriculture/ Food sciences/ breeding nest for innovative technologies that make Holland 

a leader in these sectors.  In the field of life sciences, agricultural and environmental 
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science, the university is considered world-class.  According to the Times Higher 

Education World University Rankings, it is the best university in the 

Netherlands.  It is also No. 1 worldwide, in agriculture and forestry, 

for 2016 on the QS World University Rankings charts.  The 

university has 11,000 students from over 100 countries, is a 

member of the Euro League for Life Sciences (ELLS) university 

network and a forerunner in “Health Food & Living Environment”.  

Our visit to Food Case [functioning in the University campus] to see how value addition 

to the food chain is achieved through preservation of food and processing solutions with 

innovative technologies, provided deep insights about the 

giant strides Netherlands has made in the agri-value addition 

space. It covered specialized preservation processes such as 

in-flight food, pre-packed foods, etc. How technology is 

tailored to market demand, using multi-disciplinary team of 

experts and harnessing food sciences to create packed foods 

was clearly demonstrated during the visit. 

Open air organic farming…De Ommuurde Tuin 

The visit to an innovative open air organic farming, De Ommuurde Tuin, set up in the 

small city of Renkum-Wageningen by a Dutch couple was deeply 

inspiring. They were pioneers in doing this since 1999, by setting up 

farm to consumer process, and using a neglected 

historical courtyard garden of the Royal Estate. 

Their passion lies in the cultivation and 

preparation of vegetables full of flavours, smells 

and colours.  Every year they try out new types 

and count over 400 different edible plants; 

vegetables, fruits and herbs of historical, modern and wild species. Of course, their 

products are organically organic.  They specialize in growing forgotten/old races of 

vegetables with a direct marketing module. The unique feature is that they utilised funds 

collected through membership subscriptions, in return the members got fresh farm 

produce.  The participants had an on-field “Lunch experience” in this place, wherein 

organic produce from the farm was served. 

Sligro Gouda…warehouse chain 

Sligro Gouda is the largest chain in Holland of a warehouse-style 

wholesale supermarket and delivery service that works to 

supply hotels, restaurants, hospital canteens and office 

canteens. Listed on the stock exchange, this is a family-run 

business on a huge scale, with more than 6,000 products on 

offer.  A presentation was made on 

their operations and how the 

products get delivered to the customer in time, every time.  

Strong and robust tie-ups with farmer producers, stringent 

quality checks and controls to ensure the right quality of 

produce is sourced, great and innovative packaging and 

dextrous marketing are the hallmarks of this venture. 
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Group Photo 

……………… 

A few testimonials from participants 

“I would like to thank you and the BIRD Team for making the training cum exposure visit a 

wonderful and fruitful visit.  The untiring efforts of the Programme Director made this happen”. 

- Shri Raman Wadhwa, Dy CEO, Madhya Pradesh SRLM, Bhopal 

“I wish to place on record my appreciation and thankfulness for the “Netherlands Exposure Visit” which 
was recently arranged by BIRD.  The visit was exceptionally well organised and empowering.  It not only 
provided me with an exposure to the hi-tech practices of Netherlands in agriculture, floriculture, dairy 
farming, organic farming, etc., but also to an entirely different culture and economy.  The visit provided some 

valuable insights through personal interactions with entrepreneurs and farmers….I am hopeful 
and enthusiastic about exploiting this information and knowledge professionally in future….I 
once again thank BIRD for arranging this exposure visit in such a hassle-free manner and 
appreciate all efforts made by the Programme Director in making this programme successful and 
memorable for the participants.” 

-Ms. Puja Sharma, Manager and Member of Faculty, Reserve Bank of India, ZTC, New Delhi 

“…we enjoyed the short and sweetest programme very much due to excellent co-ordination 
efforts of the Programme Director, shrewd management of the programme events by Ms. Sumitra 
[Co-ordinator from Netherlands] and involved participation by all the members…it was a 
memorable experience, especially to me…” 

- Shri GHV Ratna Babu, DGM, DSM, NABARD HO, Mumbai 

“The trip was very useful and educative…The planning for every unit visit was very much 
professional…Thanks to BIRD, Lucknow for arranging such a memorable event.” 

       -Shri A Sunil Kumar, General Manager, Palakkad District Co-operative Bank 

“I am very happy to say that our trip was a very nice one.  It is very helpful for me, my bank and 
even for my State [Kerala]. …All sessions, programmes and places selected for visit was superb.  
It was a well-executed schedule and programme…” 

- Shri Abdul Mujeeb, General Manager, Kozhikode District Co-operative Bank 
� 


